Why We Need a Smokefree Law
· Secondhand smoke is a killer  

· Everyone has a right to a smokefree workplace 
· Smokefree laws help people quit

· Smokefree laws are good for business

· Ventilation doesn’t work


Secondhand smoke is a killer

At work, it causes at least 600 premature deaths every year, nearly three times the number of people killed in industrial injuries and accidents. If you breathe in other people’s smoke you have more chance of getting both lung cancer and heart disease. Secondhand smoke can cause cot death, middle ear disease and asthma in children.
Everyone has a right to a smokefree workplace

Secondhand smoke is a workplace health and safety issue. Workers don’t have a choice about where they work. More than two million people in Great Britain still work in places where smoking is allowed throughout. Another ten million people work in places where smoking is allowed somewhere on the premises. The Government’s proposed exemptions for pubs that don’t serve prepared food and for private membership clubs would just leave the most exposed workers least protected. 
Smokefree laws help people quit smoking

Most smokers want to stop, and a smokefree law will help them succeed.  A smokefree law could cut smoking rates from about one in four of the adult population to closer to one in five. Poorer communities would benefit most.
Smokefree laws are good for business
A comprehensive smokefree law could benefit the British economy by up to £2.7 billion. This could include up to £680m by having healthier employees producing more goods and services, £140m saved through fewer sick days, £430m saved because less production would be lost to cigarette breaks and £100m saved by not having to clean up behind smokers. 

Ventilation doesn’t work

The tobacco industry and the groups it funds (such as FOREST) often claim that ventilation systems can remove smoke from the air. But they can’t. Ventilation may remove the smell of smoke but not the dangers, there is no safe level of secondhand smoke.  And separate smoking areas don’t work either, because smoke drifts.
A smokefree law would be good for everyone – except the tobacco firms and their paid lobbyists. We need a smokefree law now. It’s about health and it’s about time.  

