Dear
Re: Health Bill
I am writing to ask you to support comprehensive smokefree provisions covering workplaces and enclosed public places during debates on the Health Bill in the House of Lords.

 
More than two million people in England and Wales work in places where smoking is allowed throughout and another ten million in places were smoking is allowed somewhere on the premises. The amendment to the Health Bill tabled in the Commons by Health Minister Caroline Flint and passed by a majority of 200 means that the Bill does now offer the prospect of comprehensive smokefree legislation to protect employees from this workplace health and safety risk.
The evidence is clear that secondhand smoke is dangerous to the health of non-smokers. The Government’s Scientific Committee on Tobacco and Health (SCOTH), which is made up of the country’s leading medical experts in this area, has concluded that exposure to secondhand smoke is a cause of lung cancer and heart disease in adult non-smokers, and a cause of respiratory disease, cot death, middle ear disease and asthma attacks in children. 
Ending smoking in all workplaces and enclosed public places would also help many thousands of smokers to quit and save many lives. Poorer communities would benefit most. Smoking is the biggest single cause of preventable illness and premature death in the United Kingdom, killing more than 100,000 people each year. It is also the biggest single cause of inequalities in health, and of differences in life expectancy between social classes. The Government’s Regulatory Impact Assessment, published with the Health Bill, estimates that smoking prevalence rates will fall as a result of smokefree legislation by 1.7%. Across England this would mean more than 600,000 people quitting. 
I would urge you to support comprehensive smokefree legislation in all workplaces and enclosed public places, and I look forward very much to receiving your reply. 
Yours sincerely

